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The Apostolic movement has always recognized the ministry of women. When the mainline churches were 
against it, the Pentecostal churches established it as a norm. On the first list of Oneness ministers (1919–1920), 
29 percent were women, and on the first list of United Pentecostal ministers (1946), 21 percent were women. In 
recent years there have been renewed efforts to affirm and encourage women in ministry. 

My mother, Loretta Bernard, was a credentialed minister for over fifty years, serving alongside my father as 
missionary, evangelist, teacher, writer, church planter, and pastor. For several years he pastored one church 
while she pastored another in metropolitan Seoul, Korea. My wife’s grandmother, Edith Sharpe, founded a 
church in Austin, Texas, which grew to two hundred in attendance, and she was my wife’s pastor until my 
wife was fifteen. I preached my first revival for Hazel Frusha, a church planter in Marble Falls, Texas. Another 
pastor who gave me early opportunities to preach was Billie Fluitt, a church planter in Johnson City, Texas. 
Both their husbands were businessmen who led their family and supported their wife’s ministry. My 
daughter, Lindsey Chrestman, is a credentialed minister along with her husband, Cullen.

The proportion of women ministers diminished toward the end of the twentieth century for several reasons. 
The early Pentecostal movement was about two-thirds female, but as more men entered the movement and 
as it became more socially accepted, men increasingly assumed leadership roles. There was also a backlash 
against the women’s liberation movement of the 1960s and 1970s, as Pentecostal women did not wish to be 
identified with the attitudes and mannerisms of worldly women who fought against biblical morality. Then, 
Pentecostals were influenced by the theological and social positions of Fundamentalists. Consequently, 
many women fulfilled their ministry without seeking credentials. Many with a ministerial calling worked 
alongside minister husbands without their own credentials.

In the Old Testament God used women in the offices of judge and prophet. (See Judges 4:4; II Kings 22:14; 
Isaiah 8:3.) The new covenant opened the door for greater involvement by everyone including anointed 
proclamation by both male and female. (See Acts 2:17–18; Galatians 3:28.) Women served in various 
leadership and ministry roles. The daughters of Philip were prophets (Acts 21:9). Priscilla was a teacher and 
pastor along with her husband, Aquila (Acts 18:26; Romans 16:3–5). Phoebe was a deacon (Romans 16:1). 
Tryphena, Tryphosa, Persis, Euodia, and Syntyche were Paul’s coworkers in the gospel (Romans 16:12; 
Philippians 4:2–3). Junia was an outstanding apostle along with Andronicus, apparently her husband 
(Romans 16:7).

In dealing with a situation in Ephesus, Paul explained that women were not to usurp authority over men but 
were to minister under proper spiritual authority (I Timothy 2:11–12). Apparently, a woman there was 
teaching contrary to established doctrine, so he instructed Timothy, the overseer, that she needed to be silent. 
Because of a problem in Corinth, Paul also explained that women were not to interrupt a public assembly to 
ask questions (I Corinthians 14:34–35). The instruction to be silent is not absolute but specific to the 
conditions being addressed, for women can speak in public worship if they respect authority and upheld 
feminine identity (I Corinthians 11:5; 14:31). (For full discussion, see my book The Apostolic Church in the 
Twentieth Century.)

F O R E W O R D

Dr. David K .. Bernard



We should recognize the ministry of women if they follow biblical authority in the church and in the home. 
The same is true of men. Women are not to imitate men but are to exercise their ministry in distinctively 
feminine fashion, for God has called them as women. Indeed, all ministers are to fulfill their ministry in the 
context of their own unique identity, personality, gifts, and calling. The ministerial or pastoral style of a 
woman will be different from that of a typical male, but it can still be effective. In fact, we need different types 
of ministries and churches to reach our diverse population.

We need every available worker in the harvest. Those who are dying need immediate attention, and it doesn’t 
matter whether the physician is male or female. We urgently need more preachers, pastors, pastoral 
counselors, teachers, nurses, entrepreneurs, chaplains, social workers, and missionaries who can minister 
effectively in a variety of ways and relate to different kinds of people. There are many reasons why women in 
ministry should receive ministerial credentials: accountability to spiritual authority, validation of ministry, 
credibility inside and outside the church, participation in ministerial fellowship and decision making, and 
establishing of role models for young women who are seeking God’s will. Our world desperately needs more 
Apostolic ministers, both male and female.
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The Power of the Friendship Circle

I recall the first social media account that I ever created. What a thrill to set up my profile and introduce 
myself to the world. Picking out just the right profile picture. You know, that one that made me look ten 
pounds lighter than I actually was. The one that showed my “good side” (which I’m still not sure exists).
 
When those first new “friends” accepted my requests or asked to be my friend, I felt so loved. Wow, my
initial thought back then was, look at the friends I have! Fifty, one hundred, five hundred! I could hardly believe 
I had so many friends to connect with. Like everyone else, I tried to figure out what I wanted to share with all 
my “friends.” To be honest, it got to be a little exhausting. After a while, I began to notice something very 
interesting. I was “friends” with a lot of people, but somehow I did not feel connected to very many of them. 
The very definition of friendship seemed to change as more and more people “friended” me. We all longed 
to enlarge our circle of friends, yet many people I knew felt alone.

That longing we have for “connection” comes from God, and it is a good thing. He has placed in all of us the 
yearning to share life with others. From the beginning of time, God saw that it was not good for man to be 
alone. We were meant to be in community with one another. All through the Scriptures, we see God weave a 
beautiful story of friendships and caring relationships. It is in our nature to desire to be loved and valued. 
However, we also have a limited capacity of how many intimate and close relationships we can have at one 
time.

So, all of you extroverts out there are saying, “Why can’t I have a bunch of BFFs?”

In 1990 Robin Dunbar, a respected anthropologist who has studied different cultures around the world, 
informed us that the average number of meaningful relationships that one can have in their life is about 150. 
As you would expect, the Dunbar Theory reflects levels or tiers of people ranging from a mere acquaintance 
to a very close friend. There are limits to relationships. 

Jesus, even without Facebook, Instagram, or other social media platforms, faced the same challenges we do 
with relationships. Jesus loved and interacted with anyone and everyone who was willing. He interacted with 
the multitudes daily and showed how to love. We are not called to isolate ourselves from people. You can see 
in Scripture that Jesus interacted with large groups, shared close relationships with the twelve disciples, and 
gave one-on-one time with His inner circle of friends (Peter, James and John).  We could say that Jesus’ 
relationships reflected a series of ever-widening circles of influence.  

So, what’s the big deal about defining friendship?

Because who you share your heart and life with matters. I heard someone say that the company you keep 
influences your thinking, your thinking influences your actions, your actions influence your character, and 
your character determines your destiny. Influence is impossible to escape, so it makes a difference with 
whom we surround ourselves.
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Who you share your
heart and life with

 matters.

“

”
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Dr. Henry Cloud wrote a book titled The Power of the Other several years ago about the influence people have 
over us. Whether we know it or not, people have power in our lives. He said that both your best and worst 
seasons were about who was in that season with you. Cloud wisely noted, “Ask many people about their 
greatest accomplishments and challenges overcome, and you will find one thing in common: there was some-
one on the other end who made it possible” (Cloud 2016). 

So why do we need to be intentional about our friends? It is because who you are is a product of a complex 
equation involving many different variables. One of the most important variables is the people you allow to 
speak into your life.

Although it’s easy to believe that you have complete control over who you are, the people around you 
profoundly shape who you are. Other people’s words and actions have an influence over you. There is no 
“neutral” in this area.

Friends are the few and chosen people with whom we feel safe. The ones who will speak truth into our life 
through the good and bad seasons. So, who is impacting you on a daily basis? Whose voices are influencing 
you?

write it down...
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Takeaway:

Have you wondered why a friendship ended? Might it be that God saw something you did not? Did 
the relationship draw you closer to God? Or did it steer you away? Relationships are a gift from 
God. Jesus had different levels of friendship. As He was intentional about the people in His circle, 
are you mindful of who you allow close to you? Who are the voices that speak into your life? Do 
they challenge you to be better? Be intentional about who speaks into your life. Likewise, what kind 
of influence are you to those around you? Do you change when you are with them? 

Friendships are important to God because of the tremendous influence they hold over our lives. We 
often make decisions based on the counsel of friends; and, through friendship, we can significantly 
impact the lives of others. An acquaintance or friend brings you a level of shared connectedness 
and fun, but a close or intimate friend shares a oneness in spirit and deeper connection of 
emotions. This is the person who knows your heart deeply. This shouldn’t be done lightly. A wise 
mentor once told me we should have many acquaintances, some friends, and very few close 
friends. 

Scripture:

Proverbs 18:24 NIV
One who has unreliable friends soon comes to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a 
brother. 

Further study of friendships from a biblical perspective:

“Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend” (Proverbs 27:17).

“Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou shalt not go: lest thou learn 
his ways, and get a snare to thy soul” (Proverbs 22:24-25).

“A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity” (Proverbs 17:17).

“. . . A whisperer separateth chief friends” (Proverbs 16:28).

“Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful” (Proverbs 27:6).

“He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed” 
(Proverbs 13:20).



Are you intentional about how you 
approach relationships in your life? 

Who are your close friends and why? 

What are ways you are intentional about building 
friendships and defining them within your circle? 

10
Friendship

Who in your circle of influence is 
negatively impacting you or your ministry? 

How can you shift that influence to more of an 
acquaintance than a close friend?

write it down...


